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4 April 1972 

The Director 

i 

GACarver, Jr. f 


Attached is a cable I think merits your personal 
attention, largely because I agree wholeheartedly 
with the point Tom Polgar is making. This is a 
thought I was trying to convey in our conversation 
after this morning’s Executive Committee 
meeting. The networks are full of pictures of 
refugees streaming south, but are playing their 
coverage so that such pictures work to the prop- 
aganda detriment of the GVN. What you actually 
have, however, is a rather graphic case of ’’foot 
voting” indicating faiost convincingly that the bulk 
of northern Guang Tri’s population look on the 
NVA troops as hostile invaders rather than 
welcome liberators. This is a theme the U.S. 
Government would be well advised to stress and 
play for all it is worth. If there is another 
appropriate lull in White House conversation, 
you might want to plant this seed in Kissinger's 
ear. 


George A. Carver, Jr. 

Special Assistant for Vietnamese Affairs 

Attachment 

SAIGON 46834 (IN 576340) 


*: 

Approved For Release 2004/10/28 : CIA-RDP80R01720R000700060051-9 



-Q Lt taECRb-l AKift I ui 'SShMINftllW 

-sdn'unit notifTed Approve^or 


,.l M SSIHtM' mcobMu C [ plAL w^r' uCA^-/- 


KwUMIMU ANU/UH i**i * * 





.n GROUP 1 , j 

tft/28 [K MMS^(l@fl2QR0i3070006^ 

a Inf C1CL»SSIFIC»II0N q 71 


€4-9- 


ODUCTION OF THIS COPY PROHIBITED 


>5X1 


SECRET 040332Z APR 72 CITE SAIGON 46334 
DIRECTOR INFO SAIGON BASE 


4^ A 5 ? S 3 ^ *0 


r* tr/ /v 


EFH 

/ 

JMW jj;,2 JFR POO 

1 ~ discussing 1 refrgee situation quang tri reoviNCE WITH DSS 

GENERAL ABRAMS 3 APRIL, HE MADE POINT THAT REFUGEE IIOVEMENT 
WHICH OFTEN PRESENTED IN PRESS AS NEGATIVE TO GVN S WAG . ^ , 

IN FACIf dramatic vote of confidence in favor OF GVN. 

2 BURDEN OF ABRAM'S ARGUMENT THAT HOSTILE PROPAGANDA 

ECHOED BY MANY FREE WORLD HAS PORTRAYED GVN AS OPPRESSIVE 
REGIME, THIEU GOVERNMENT AS DICTATORSHIP IMPOSED BY FRAUD, 

A TOPSY-TURVY ECONOMIC SYSTEM WHICH BRINGS POVERTY AND 
HARDSHIP to THE MASSES WHILE PROTECTING THE INTERESTS OP 
THE FEW AND AMERICAN ASSISTANCE TO THE GVN AS A DESPERA 
ATTEMPT TO MAINTAIN STATUS QUO BY ABORTING THE APPEAL OP 
COMMUNISM AS THE ONLY REAL HOPE FOR A BETTER FUTURE IN 
THE MINDS OF DEPRIVED PEOPLE. ALL THESE ARGUMENTS FAMILIAR 

AND COULD BE EMBELLISHED AT LENGTH. 

3 YET WHAT HAPPENS IS THAI AS NORTH VIETNAM ARMY 

Trades quang tri province, virtually entire population of 

AREAS AFFECTED is MOVING SOUTH WITH WHAT THEY CAN CARRY BUT 
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LEAVING BEHIND HOMES AND POSSESSIONS, THEY ALL SEEM TO PREFER 
"TYRANT" THIEU’ S REGIME INSTEAD OF WELCOMING LIBERATING NORTH 
VIETNAM ARMIES. IT IS INDEED REMARKABLE THAT THESE DOWN- 
TRODDEN PEOPLE DO NOT PREFER TO LIVE IN PEACE AND PROSPERITY 
UNDER PROTECTION OF NORTH VIETNAM TANKS AND ARTILLERY BUT 
ARE REGROUPING AT GREAT PERSONAL SACRIFICE IN TERRITORY WHICH 

PROTECTED BY ARV'N. 

4. UNLESS ONE ACCEPTS FANTASY THAT THE 

CORRUPT PROVINCE AND DISTRICT CHIEFS HAVE HYPNOTIC POWERS 
OF PERSUASION, ONE CAN ONLY CONCLUDE THAT WE SEE IN QUANG TR I 
PROVINCE THESE DAYS ANOTHER REMARKABLE EXAMPLE OF "VOTING 
WITH THEIR FEST" AS WE HAVE SEEN IN HUNGARY IN 56 AND IN 

EAST GERMANY. . 

5. WE INTEND TO PUSH THIS L INE LOCALLY^O^IN^U. S . AND 
VIETNAM MEDIA. SEE ALSO SAIGON EMBASSY 4508 DATED 3 APRIL. GP-1 
SECRET 
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